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A Note from the Pastor 

“CBDCs and the Mark of the Beast” 

by Rev. Sidney Davis, Jr.  

 Last year I wrote about 

“China’s Social Credit 

System, ESG Scores and 

the Coming Beast Finan-

cial System.”  I hope you 

took that note to heart.  Now I would like to 

fill out that picture a little more with what is 

happening in our world right now. 

 This April, while everyone was distracted 

by former President Trump’s arraignment, the 

United States quietly rolled out a Central 

Bank Digital Currency (CBDC).  The 

“FedNow” system will be implemented in 

July with training on the system beginning 

now.  The goal is to eventually replace paper 

currency with computerized, digital currency.  

CBDCs are “programmable.”  And what that 

means is that the government can set an 

“expiration date” for your money if they so 

desire!  The government will have the ability 

to either allow or not allow certain financial 

transactions as well.  The government will 

have the ability to track EVERYTHING you 

buy and do with your money — because it 

won’t be YOUR money anymore — it will be 

THEIR money.  I encourage all of you to do 

your own research on CBDCs and the dangers 

posed by going to digital currencies. 

 Many countries are hoping to be fully digi-

tal by 2030 or before.  The Bahamas, Nigeria, 

China, Jamaica, the United Arab Emirates, 

Ghana, and now the United States have all 

rolled out CBDCs.  One hundred fourteen 

countries are currently exploring digital cur-

rencies.  According to the Wall Street Journal, 

“their collective economies represent more 

than 95% of the world’s GDP.”  The latest 

countries to enter the CBDC race are Russia, 

Japan and Ukraine and each of them plans to 

launch their pilot programs before the end of 

the year, according to CNBC. 

 This is not “conspiracy theory.”  This is 

fact and it is happening in our world right 

now.  My friends, we are marching ever closer 

to the Mark of the Beast.  The Bible tells us 

that we will not be able to “buy or sell” with-

out the Mark of the Beast.  That will be possi-

ble when we fully switch to digital currency!  

As your pastor I see the writing on the wall 

and I will go on record of saying that this 

WILL HAPPEN!  I know it will happen be-

cause the Bible says it will happen — and I 

believe everything that is in the Bible!!  The 

time to prepare is right now — not later — 

because later it will be too late! 

 Some people may wonder why this is so 

important to me and why I talk about it so 

much.  I talk about it because accepting the 

Mark of the Beast is one thing that can keep 

us from having eternal life in heaven with Je-

sus!  I want “my flock” — all of you — to be 

with Jesus in heaven when we die!  I don’t 

want any of you to be left out! 

 Revelation 14:9-11 says:  “If anyone wor-

ships the beast and its image and receives its 

mark on their forehead or on their hand, they, 

too, will drink the wine of God’s fury, which 

has been poured full strength into the cup of 

his wrath. They will be tormented with burn-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Women’s News 

by Bev Wheatley 

 Many thanks are needed this month. To 

Debby Hammond and her crew for cleaning, 

clearing and spiffying up the sanctuary nurs-

ery. To Lisa Moore and her crew for preparing 

and serving a wonderful Seder meal on 

Maundy Thursday. To Vicky Nollman and 

Lorraine Bassett for shopping for our college 

girls' end of term goody boxes, which I hope 

to have mailed by the 21st.  

 Our next meeting will be Monday, May 1st 

at 1:00 p.m.  June meeting will be a salad 

luncheon with special guest speaker on June 

5th at noon. Please note the different time for 

June luncheon meeting. More info will be 

shared at May meeting. 

 All ladies are welcome to all meetings. 

Come join us for fellowship, inspiration and 

opportunities for service. 

 Do you enjoy good fellowship and food?  

If you do, please join us this month!  We will 

be going to Sharon’s Café in Salem on May 

18th. We will meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. 

to carpool!  Irlene Vogel is our hostess this 

month. Please call or text Irlene at (618) 322-

1389 or call the church office with your 

reservations by May 15th. 

 If you have favorite places to eat in our 

area (within 30 miles of Centralia), please 

volunteer to “host” the Lunch Bunch some 

month by selecting our location and calling 

and making reservations for us. Hosts are also 

responsible for providing a short 1-2 minute 

devotion. We hope you will join us! 

Centralia First UM Men 

All men are invited to join us at the Bonnie 

Café on Saturday, May 13th at 9:00 a.m. for a 

time of fellowship and food. We hope all of 

our men will be able to join us this month! 

ing sulfur in the presence of the holy angels 

and of the Lamb.  And the smoke of their tor-

ment will rise for ever and ever. There will be 

no rest day or night for those who worship the 

beast and its image, or for anyone who re-

ceives the mark of its name.” 

 Again, this is very serious stuff!  God is 

not joking!  It is not fiction — it is not a lie!  

It will happen and it looks like it will happen 

before we know it.  Are you ready and pre-

pared.  When the Mark of the Beast comes we 

MUST REJECT IT if we want to go to 

heaven.  Please take this warning seriously!  

May God be with you as you stand strong in 

Him! 

(Continued from page 1) 

CBDCs and the Mark of the Beast 

Stephan and Robin to Speak 

Come and hear what Stephan and Robin have 

been up to in their work.  We will meet in the 

Chapel on Wednesday, May 24, at 6:30 p.m. 

at our church.  We know you will want to hear 

what has been going on in this exciting work! 
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Historic Choir Photo Contest Results Announced! 

With the help of Jeanne Jones, Eda Lee Bounds, Karen Bounds, Vicky Nollman, and others, we 

have come up with the names of several choir members (to the best of our collective knowl-

edge)!  We still could use some help in identifying these choir members, so even though our 

contest is ending, we are still interested in your input!  If you have corrections for our list of 

names, please let us know!  Here is a list compiled from the names that were suggested (l. to r.):   

Front Row: Martha Heinzmann, ?, ?, Francis Carvel (?) or Joan Clark (?), Eva Smith, Irlene 

Fortney, Ruby Fike, Beulah Ambuehl, Susan Ambuehl, and Jerry Powell.   

Middle Row: Norman Hake, Carol Hake, Ginny Betz, Harrie Cozean, Jeannie Jones, Byron 

Fortney, and Waldo Powell.   

Back Row: Ed Pugh, Ann Cotton, Helen Whitlock, Carol Pugh, Irene Hazel, Audra Prickett, 

and Harold Brown. 

It’s Time to Plan for Vacation Bible School! 

 Calling all volunteers!  It is our turn to host Vacation Bible School 

this year!  Our 2023 VBS will be held June 12-15 (Monday-

Thursday) from 5:30-8:15 each night.  VBS is for children who have 

completed Preschool through 8th Grade.   

 As you know, we share in a cooperative VBS with several Cen-

tralia churches, including, 1st Presbyterian, 1st Christian, St. John’s 

Episcopal, Redeemer Lutheran, Zion Hill Baptist, and St. Peter UCC.  

Even though we don’t have the full burden of VBS, as the host church 

there is still much that we need to do!! 

 Sheree Jones is our VBS Coordinator this year and is asking everyone for help with this 

year’s VBS! We will need several volunteers to help register the attendees, cook a meal - one 

night, supervise in the kitchen all four nights,  teach science all four nights, clean classrooms on 

the second floor, clean the nursery on the second floor, set up the fellowship hall, and help with 

various other tasks.  Please let Sheree know how you can help!  Sheree said she is available if 

you have any questions about this year’s VBS. To register your children or grandchildren for  

VBS, just go through our church website, or go to  http://centraliafumc.org/vbs.htm.   
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Scenes from our Maundy Thursday Seder Supper 

photos by Lisa Moore 

We want to thank Pastor Sid, Lisa Moore, and 

all who helped to make our Seder Supper such 

a wonderful experience.  Thank you! 
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Planting Your Spring Garden 

submitted by Vicky Nollman 

For The Garden of Your Daily Living 

Plant Three Rows of Peas 

 1. Peace of Mind 

 2. Peace of Heart 

 3. Peace of Soul 

Plant Four Rows of Squash 

 l. Squash Gossip 

 2. Squash Indifference 

 3. Squash Grumbling 

 4. Squash Selfishness 

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce 

 1. Lettuce Be Faithful 

 2. Lettuce Be Kind 

 3. Lettuce Be Patient 

 4. Lettuce Really Love One Another 

No Garden is Complete Without Turnips 

 1. Turnip For Meetings 

 2. Turnip For Service 

 3. Turnip To Help One Another 

In Our Garden We Must Also Have Thyme 

 1. Thyme For Each other 

 2. Thyme For Family 

 3. Thyme For Friends 

Water freely with patience and cultivate with 

love!  There will be much fruit in your garden 

because you reap what you sow!  Pass it on! 

Church Women United  

Meeting Update 

Attention all women!  Due to the smoke dam-

age at Centralia 2nd Baptist Church on March 

24th of this year, CWU will have the May 

Friendship Day on Friday, May 5th, at the 

Centralia Best Western Hotel Conference 

Room.  It will be hosted by St. Peter UCC 

Church with a multi-cultural catered meal at 

12 noon.  This is not a potluck. The program 

will begin at 1:00 p.m.  The program will be: 

"Labor with Love — A Heart to Care." 

Church Council News 

by Vicky Nollman 

 At the March meeting of Church Council, 

Pastor Sid presented information on the on the 

disaffiliation movement in the United Meth-

odist Church. Some of this information was 

printed in the April Newsletter. He had done a 

great deal of research on the subject, both pros 

and cons. There was further discussion on this 

divisive topic: what it would mean to our 

church; the process of disaffiliation; what ac-

tions General Conference had/had not taken; 

what might happen in the future. The Council 

voted to take no action on disaffiliation at this 

time. 

 Other business included the removal of 3 

rotting trees and 5 stumps and the repair to the 

garage roof. 

Card Shower for Betsy 

 Hello. This is Charlene Smith, Betsy 

Rude's daughter. My mom fell at Heritage 

Woods and broke a bone in her neck and 

broke her left wrist (she's left handed) . St 

Mary’s transferred her to St. Louis University 

Hospital since she fractured her neck for pre-

cautions. She spent 10 days at SLU and is 

now in skilled care/rehab in St Charles, MO to 

be closer to her family. She has 6 weeks in a 

cast for her wrist and neck brace. 

 She is at NHC Health Care St. Charles, 35 

Sugar Maple Lane, St. Charles, MO 63303. 

Cards would be appreciated. She's doing very 

well here and is still very sharp. Just a healing 

process and she will hopefully be able to go to 

an assisted living facility after healing from 

her fall.  Thank you for your cards and 

prayers! 
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Weekly Calendar of Events 

Day Time  Weekly Event 

Sun. 9:00 a.m. - Worship. 

 10:15 a.m. - Sunday School. 

Tues. 9:00 a.m. - Clothing Closet. 

 6:00 p.m. - Girl Scouts using Ed. Bldg. (1st & 3rd Tues.) 

Wed. 5:30 p.m. - Peace Ringers Handbell Choir practice. 

 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study in the Parlor. 

Thur. 8:00 p.m. - AA & Al Anon meetings at our church. 

  

Other Events This Month 

Date Time Event 

 1 1:00 p.m. - United Women in Faith. 

 2 7:00 p.m. - Square Dancers using the Fellowship Hall. 

 3 6:30 p.m. - Girl Scouts Leaders’ meeting. 

 6 10:00 a.m. - Special Annual Conference Session (online). 

 8 5:30 p.m. - Trustees meeting. 

 13 9:00 a.m. - UM Men at Bonnie Café. 

 14 9:00 a.m. - Mother’s Day! 

`15 4:00 p.m. - Finance Committee meeting. 

 18 11:30 a.m. - Lunch Bunch going to Sharon’s Café in Salem. 

 21 9:00 a.m. - Graduate Recognition Sunday!  

  1:30 p.m. - Worship at Heritage Woods. 

 22 6:30 p.m. - Church Council meeting. 

 24 6:30 p.m. - Stephan and Robin to speak to us about their 

work; meet in the Chapel. 

 28 9:00 a.m. - Pentecost! 

 29 all day - Memorial Day!  Office closed. 
  

This calendar of events is subject to change.  

Please check your Sunday bulletin for updates! 

May 2023 

Is Someone Graduating  

in Your Household? 

If you or someone in your family is graduating from either high 

school or college, please share their names with us so we can rec-

ognize them on Graduate Recognition Sunday, May 21st during the 

morning worship service. We don’t want to miss any of our gradu-

ates, but unless you let us know who is graduating and what level 

of education they have completed, we cannot properly recognize 

them. We would appreciate this information no later than May 8th. 
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Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

 

May Birthdays 

  1 Lilly Wehking  
  2 Brian Johnston  
  3 Jacob Holtkamp  
 12 Elizabeth Faith Ivy 
 13 Jeanne Jones 
 15 Tiffany Carter  
 25 Corey Davis 
 

We are not aware of any wedding  

anniversaries this month.   

In Our Prayers 

Terry Johnston; David 

Koelling; Pat Sanner; Roy 

Kroezen; Cindy Westfall; 

Carl Biermann; Christopher Jordan; 

Jason; Tracy Hundt; Ryker; Kim & 

Daryl Thompson; Georgine Hawley; 

Mary Coe; Julie Boltz; Betsy Rude; 

Amy Beech; Kari Hammond; Kristen 

Kessler; Laci Pigg; Pat Vaughn; Jerry 

Sanders; Denny McLean; Ryan Parrill; 

Mary McKeen; Randee; Betty Evans; 

Jessica; Betty Greer; Pete & Pauline 

Simpson; Mike Taylor; Floyd Mobley; 

Nicole Campbell; Molly McGovern- 

Mensendike; Judie Cosgrove; Char-

lotte; caregivers; new and expecting 

parents and their babies; those fighting 

addictions, depression & mental health 

issues; those affected by war, torna-

does & natural disasters; missionaries; 

our world and church leaders; and... 

We apologize if we missed your 

birthday or anniversary. Please let 

us know if we missed your birthday 

or anniversary so we can add you 

to our list. Thanks! 

We Remember  

Our Shut-Ins 

 

Centralia Manor and Bounce Back 

1910 E. McCord St., Centralia IL 62801 

 Barb Rasner, Rm 100 ....................(618) 532-1885 

Fireside House 
1030 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr., Centralia IL 62801 

 Kristin Kessler, Rm 105 ...............(618) 322-5291 

Centralia Estates 

1916 E. McCord St., Centralia IL 62801 

 Virginia Heinzmann, Apt. 216 ......(618) 532-6152 

 Jean Jowers, Apt. 110 ...................(602) 689-3014 

Heritage Woods 

2049 E. McCord, Centralia IL 62801 

 Mary Coe, Apt. 251 ......................(618) 545-1857 

 Vicki Inman, Apt. 297 ...................(618) 367-5310 

 Ginny McCarrey, Apt. 175 ...........(618) 545-3545 

 Betsy Rude, Apt. 11 ......................(618) 532-0134 

 Larry VanZandt, Apt. 166 .............(618) 545-1832 

 Zed Zortman, Apt. 245   ...............(618) 367-3395 

Cedarhurst - Breese 

13887 Progress Dr., Breese. IL 62230 

 Roger & Louise Jensen, Apt.26 ....(618) 526-9030 

At Home 

 David (& Sue) Koelling ................(618) 249-8456 

  307 Pine St., Irvington 

 Bill (& Jean) Lindenberg ..............(618) 532-5133 

    1448 E. 3rd St., Centralia 

 Pat (& Ron) Vaughn ..................... (618) 532-6547 

  137 N. Sycamore, Centralia 



Join Us This Week 

Worship - 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School - 10:15 a.m. 
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This month’s newsletter is in memory 

of all who gave their life in service  

to their God and their country! 
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